
T he start of the New Year includes a reminder to employees by the Office of Financial 
Management-Benefits of several important news updates and deadlines. 
    The Flexible Savings Account (FSA) claim filing deadlines are fast approaching: 
· MedBank: Services rendered in 2009 must be filed by March 15, 2010. 

· Dependent Care: Services rendered in 2009 must be filed by Jan. 31, 2010. 
    You can look up your FSA balances by accessing Oracle Em-
ployee SSHR and clicking on FSA Register. 
    Employees also should check their first 2010 paycheck on Jan. 
15 to verify that the correct benefit deductions are being taken and 
that they received the HRA Incentive, if qualified. 
    Since IRS regulations require that an employee contribute to the 
FSA prior to receiving reimbursement, no 2010 reimbursements 
will be issued until after the Jan. 15 paycheck. 
    New and improved Sharepoint websites for Benefits and Well-
ness are accessible through JoCo Connect under the Employee Re-
sources tab at the top of the page.  
    All onsite wellness classes for the first session of 2010 now are 
posted and available through the link: http://jococonnect/engaged/
wellness/pages/default.aspx 
    Class expansion in 2010 allows an additional two free fitness and nutrition classes (total of 
six) if you take the BCBSKC online Health Risk Appraisal in 2010. 
    Fishing permits at lakes managed by the Park and Recreation District now are available 
through the free-class program.  The district performs annual stocking of trout in February and 
March. 
    If you have any questions regarding any of these programs, contact your departmental Well-
ness  Coordinator or OFM-Benefits at 715-0700.  

Benefit changes begin and deadlines near 

Sunday Afternoon Nature Programs start Jan. 10 at nature center 

B ring the family to the 
Johnson County Park 
and Recreation Dis-
trict's Ernie Miller 

Nature Center in January for 
Sunday Afternoon Nature Pro-
grams for educational and enter-
taining programs.  
    The programs begin at 2 p.m., last about 45 
minutes,  and are designed for all ages. The na-
ture center is located at 909 N. Kansas 7 High-
way, Olathe,   

    A charge of  $2.50 per person, 
payable at the site,  helps cover 
the cost of the programs; chil-
dren under 2 are free. 
    The presentations include: 
· Jan. 10 - Owls: Eyes of the 
Night.  
· Jan. 17 - Snakes Alive. 

· Jan. 24 - Mother Nature. 
· Jan. 31 - Kansas Symbols. 
    More information is available by calling 764-
7759. 
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T he Johnson 
County 
Health De-
partment is 

having an H1N1 Flu 
Vaccine Clinic from 1 
to 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 6, in Room 200 of 
the Administration 
Building. 
    No appointment is 
needed.  The vaccine is 
free of charge to em-
ployees and their de-
pendents.   
    Any questions, 
please call the depart-
ment’s Flu Hotline at 
826-1263. 
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T he Appraiser’s 
Office at the 
Sunset Drive 
Office Build-

ing is still selling Price 
Chopper coupon books 
for $5 with all proceeds 
benefitting Feed the 
Need. 
    The book offers doz-
ens of manufacturer’s 
money-saving coupons 
and a coupon for $5 off a 
$50 grocery purchase at 
Price Chopper.  
    Most coupons expire 
July 31, 2010. 



E ntry forms for the 2010 Bookmark De-
sign Contest cosponsored annually by 
the Johnson County Library and the 
Friends of the Library now are avail-

able. 
    The forms are at the Johnson County Central 
Resource Library and at all 12 neighborhood li-
brary locations. The forms also are accessible  a 
downloadable format from the Library’s home 
page www.jocolibrary.org/bookmarks.   
    In the space provided on the entry form, con-
test entrants may use colored pencils, pens, paints 
or markers to design an original hand drawn 
bookmark with illustrations and/or words. No 
computer generated entries will be accepted.  
    Entrants should show what experiences their 

family has at the library or tell a story about what 
they like about the library. The contest has cate-
gories for preschool through adult. All ages are 
encouraged to participate.  
    Entries must be returned to any Johnson 
County Library location by Feb. 28, 2010.  
    Ten winners will be selected and honored at a 
special event during National Library Week 
(April 11-17). Each will be awarded a cash prize 
from the Friends of the Johnson County Library. 
    The winning designs will be printed on book-
marks that will be distributed at all Johnson 
County Library locations. All designs become the 
property of the Johnson County Library and can-
not be returned.  More information is available by 
calling 261-2319. 

T he Johnson County Library and 
Friends of the Library will provide 
an opportunity to stock up on some 
great winter reading materials at 

bargain prices.  
    The Cabin Fever Used Book Sale will take 
place January 7-9 at the Antioch Library, 
8700 Shawnee Mission Pkwy., Merriam.  
    The event will feature thousands of gently 
used fiction and non-fiction titles as well as 
some audio materials. Materials for children 
and teens will also be available. 
    Materials offered for sale have been do-
nated by the public or retired from the li-

brary’s collection. Most items will be sold at 
$1.00 each; 50 cents each for smaller pocket-
sized paperback books.  Some items may be 
specially priced.   
    Additional parking is available one block 
west of the library.       
    All sales are final; checks, MasterCard, 
Visa and Discover cards are accepted with 
proper identification.  
    Proceeds from this and other book sales 
benefit the Johnson County Library to fund 
purchases of library materials, library pro-
grams for all ages, and training for library 
staff.  

Library seeks entries to 2010 Bookmark Design Contest 

Cabin Fever Used Book Sale begins Jan. 7 at library 

Display showcases Junior Duck Stamp artwo����
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T he Johnson County Library 
will host Junior Duck 
Stamp artwork contest en-
tries from Kansas youth in 

a special artwork display at the 
Shawnee Neighborhood Library, 
13811 Johnson Drive, through Jan. 
15.   
    The exhibit features 36 colorful art designs from students 
grades K-12 across the state. It includes the artwork of two 
local students: Tammy Ma, 12, Harmony Middle School, 
Overland Park, who received first place in Group II 
(fourth—sixth grade) and  Amy Hein, a 14-year-old 
homeschooled student from Shawnee, first-place winner in 

Group  III (seventh—ninth grade). 
    Another local student, Victoria 
Wright, 9, Shawnee, received honor-
able mention in Group I 
(kindergarten—third grade).  
    There were 1,107 entries from stu-
dents in the state of Kansas.  
    The Junior Duck Stamp Conserva-

tion and Design Program, administered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, is an  art and science program designed to 
teach wetlands habitat and waterfowl conservation to stu-
dents in kindergarten through high school.  
    The first place design from the national contest is used to 
create a Junior Duck Stamp for the following year. 
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Hours for the book 
sale are: 
· Thursday, Jan. 7 
       10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
· Friday, Jan. 8 
       10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
· Saturday, Jan. 9 
       9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Art by Tammy Ma, left, and Amy Hein. 



T oddlers, preschoolers, and their 
parents are invited to rock out to 
the musical styling of Funky Mama 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, at the John-

son County Museum of History, 6305 Lack-
man Road, Shawnee.   
    Two concerts will be performed.  Show 
times are at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.  Admission is 
$2 per child, museum members $1.  Only 80 
tickets will be sold for each show – tickets 
sold on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
    Krista Eyler, better known to her fans as 
Funky Mama, excites crowds as a singer/
songwriter for children and their families.  
Funky Mama blends rock n’roll, funk and fun 
on her popular CDs ~ Funky Mama Sings: 
Giggle Jiggle (2005), Grandma's House 
(2006), and Moo Juice (2008).   
    The museum’s next Pop ‘N Play, an indoor 
plattime program, is scheduled from 9 to 11 
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 13. Admission is $1 per 

child, free admission for adults. 
    Designed for children between the ages of  
9 months and 3 years, Pop ‘N Play at the Mu-
seum gives youngsters many opportunities to 
explore though painting, drawing, and music 
stations; a sensory play station to improve 
fine motor skills of young participants; and a 
colorful soft play area for preschoolers. Older 
siblings also are welcome. 
    Following the performance, visitors are 
invited to explore the museum’s  KidScape 
exhibit.  The free exhibit is designed for chil-
dren ages 3 to 9 years.   
    KidScape is funded by the Johnson County 
Heritage Trust Fund, the Friends of Johnson 
County Museum, and Children’s Mercy 
South Hospital. 
    More information about the program is 
available by calling the museum at 715-2570 
or visiting its website at 
www.jocomuseum.org. 
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T wo different ballroom dance classes for adults are being offered beginning in mid-
January by the Johnson County Park and Recreation District.   
    The classes are Ballroom Dance and Wedding Reception Dancing. Both classes 
are for adults 18 and older and begin Jan. 13 at the Roeland Park Community Cen-

ter, 4850 Rosewood.  
    In Ballroom Dance, participants will learn new steps or refresh the ones they already 
know. The class  provides an overview to the basic steps of the waltz, rhumba, and more. It 
will take place on Monday at 7 p.m.  
    Wedding Reception Dance is meant as a crash course that teaches the basics of ballroom 
dancing. The class will cover leading, following, and even a few spins. It is scheduled  on 
Monday at 8 p.m.  
    Participants to the classes must register as couples.  
    Other upcoming programs include: 
· A Basic Jewelry Bead Stringing program for adults 16 and older begins at 6 p.m. Mon-

day, Jan. 11, at Beadazzler, 7315 W. 80th Street, Overland Park.  
· How to Raise a Money-Smart Child workshop for adults ages 18 and older is scheduled 

at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12,  at the Roeland Park Community Center. 
· Learn to Draw, a beginning class in drawing for adults 18 and older, starts 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 at the Roeland Park Community Center. 
· Web Design and Development, an interactive class teaching the basics of  building and 

publishing  a website for adults 17 and older, meets  at 6  p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 13, at 
the Blue Valley Middle School, 5001 W. 163rd Terr., Stilwell.  

· Adults 16 and older can relax and reflect while participating in yoga in a natural setting 
through the Yoga and Movement at the Nature Center program. The program starts at 6 
p.m. Thursday Jan. 14, at the  Ernie Miller Nature Center, 909 N. Kansas 7 Highway, 
Olathe. 

    More information about the programs is available by calling the district at   831-3359 or 
visiting its website at www.jcprd.com. 
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Classes invite couples to learn ballroom dancing  

Dancing classes start 
Jan. 13 in Roeland Park. 

Yoga program meets 
Jan. 14 in Olathe. 

Funky Mama to share 
talents on Jan. 6 

Pop ‘N Play offers   
indoor fun on Jan. 13. 



All article submissions for Good Morning Johnson County should be sent to Gerald Hay. Please send all submissions via e-mail to: Hay, 
Gerald, CMO for possible use in the Good Morning newsletter.  His office is in the Johnson County Administration Building, Suite 3300, 
111 South Cherry Street, Olathe, Kansas 66061-3486. His phone number is 715-0736. 

A  compendium of trivial trivia 
you couldn’t live without:  

· Antonia (“Tonie”) Nathan, 
the 1972 vice-presidential can-

didate of the Libertarian Party, was the 
first woman in American history to receive an electoral 
vote. 
· The only non-presidents to adorn 
U.S. currency are: $1 coin, Susan B. 
Anthony; $10 bill, Alexander Hamil-
ton; $100 bill, Benjamin Franklin; 
$10,000 bill, Salmon P. Chase. 
· John Wilkes Booth shot President 
Abraham Lincoln in a theatre and was found in a ware-
house. Lee Harvey Oswald shot President John F. Ken-
nedy from a warehouse and was found in a theatre. 
· Theodore Roosevelt was the first American President 
to win the Nobel Peace Prize. He won for his arbitration 
of treaty discussions at the end of the Russo-Japanese 

War. 
· The only four countries that start with 
the letter “D” are Denmark, Djibouti, Do-
minica, and the Dominican Republic. 
· The Dominican Republic was called 

Santo Domingo when it first gained independence. 
· The part of Denmark which is a peninsula is called 
Jutland. 

· The Netherlands and the United States both have 
national anthems which do not mention their country's 
name. 

· The national anthem of the Netherlands (Het Wil-
helmus) is the oldest national anthem in the world. The 
music appeared in 1572, the lyrics in 1590. The Japanese 
anthem has the oldest lyrics/text from the 
ninth century, but the music is from 1880. 

· The symbol on the “pound” key (#) is 
called anoctothorpe. 
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T he Johnson County Jail located in downtown 
Olathe is now closed. All inmates and staff have 
been transferred to the Adult Detention Center at 
the Fred Allenbrand Criminal Justice Complex 
at the New Century AirCenter. 

    The consolidation of both jails into the New 
Century facility is expected to produce $4.5 
million dollars in savings through deferred 
hiring and a reduction in farming inmates out 
to other counties.  
    The closure of the Olathe facility will last 
approximately two years while the jail is remodeled into 
an Intake and Reception Center. The remodeled Olathe jail 
will be where all agencies in the county will bring arrest-
ees to be booked, processed and held for up to 72 hours 
before being either released or housed at the New Century 
jail.  

    The Olathe jail has been operating 24 hours per day for 
almost 22 years since opening in August of 1988. The pro-
ject is the largest renovation to the facility since it opened.  
    With the 554-bed addition to the Phase II facility in 

New Century, the Sheriff’s Office is able to 
handle all inmates from the Olathe facility and 
other inmates that were being  housed in other 
county jails. The current available bed space at 
the New Century jail totals 818. In the last 
week of 2009, the inmate population averaged 
771. 

    The cost of the remodel will be approximately $25 mil-
lion and will include upgrades to technology, infrastruc-
ture and exterior upgrades along with enlarging the book-
ing, intake, and classifications areas to accommodate the 
more than  17,000 inmates booked annually into the jail 
facilities. 

T he Johnson County Library will host a 
three-part Comic Drawing and Writing 
Workshop at the Central Resource Li-
brary, 9875 W. 87th Street, Overland 

Park. 
    The workshop is scheduled from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 17, and continues on Sundays, Feb. 21, and 
March 21.  

    Teen artist Michelle Willard, the Library’s Teen 
Artist in Residence in 2009, and teen writer Ayah 
Abdul Rauf, the Library’s Teen Writer in Resi-
dence for 2010, will collaborate and co-lead the 
workshop. The program will focus on the creativ-
ity behind both the writing and drawing of comic 

books.   
    Registration now is under way by calling 495-2490. 

Library sponsors three-part Comic Drawing and  Writing Workshop 


